
 

 

  

2019 Misdemeanor Charging Data – Gaston County 

69.3% of Gaston County misdemeanor charges were for nonviolent and non-DWI related traffic 
offenses, 21.0% were for other nonviolent offenses, 3.9% were for DWI and related offenses, 5.3% 
were for violent offenses, and 0.5% were for nonviolent ordinance violations. 

For statewide charging statistics, see https://cjil.sog.unc.edu/files/2020/06/Violent-Non-Violent-Charging-Data-6.25.2020.pdf 
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Among large central 
and large fringe 
metro counties1,2, 
Gaston County had 
the highest number 
of violent 
misdemeanor 
charges per 100,000 
residents in 2019 at 
1,125. Between 2018 
and 2019, Gaston 
County had the third 
largest decrease in 
violent misdemeanor 
charges among 
medium metro 
counties at .6 
percentage points.  
 

1 Large central metro  counties are defined by the National Center for Health Statistics as counties in metropolitan statistical areas (MSAs) with populations of 1 million or more that 
meet one of three criteria: (1) contain the entire population of the largest principal city in the MSA, (2) are completely contained within the largest principal city of the MSA, or (3) 
contain at least 250,000 residents of any of the MSA’s principal cities. 
2 Large fringe metro counties are those counties in MSAAs of 1 million or more that do not meet one of the three listed requirements. 
 
 
 

Among large central 
and large fringe 
metro counties1,2, 
Gaston County had 
the highest number 
of other nonviolent 
misdemeanor 
charges per 100,000 
residents in 2019 at 
4,471. Gaston County 
had the fourth 
highest number of 
ordinance violation 
charges per 100,000 
residents in 2019 at 

110. 

-1.8%

-1.7%

-0.6%

-0.5%

-0.3%

-0.3%

-0.2%

-0.1%

0.0%

0.3%

0.4%

0.5%

Currituck

Gates

Gaston

Franklin

Lincoln

Iredell

Cabarrus

Mecklenburg

Johnston

Union

Wake

Rowan

2018 - 2019 Change in Percentage Violent Misdemeanor 
Charges Among Medium Metro Counties

525 

549 

617 

621 

783 

819 

865 

1,020 

1,046 

1,053 

1,061 

1,125 

 -  200  400  600  800  1,000  1,200

Franklin

Cabarrus

Union

Wake

Rowan

Johnston

Iredell

Gates

Mecklenburg

Currituck

Lincoln

Gaston

2019 Violent Misdemeanor Charges Per 100,000 Population 
Among Medium Metro Counties

286

144

126

110

71

51

28

17

16

11

10

0

Mecklenburg

Currituck

Wake

Gaston

Cabarrus

Rowan

Iredell

Union

Franklin

Lincoln

Johnston

Gates

2019 Ordinance Violation Charges Per 100,000 Population 
Among Medium Metro Counties

4,471 

4,099 

3,720 

3,150 

2,940 

2,925 

2,919 

2,651 

2,419 

2,409 

2,283 

2,177 

Gaston

Iredell

Currituck

Rowan

Lincoln

Franklin

Johnston

Cabarrus

Union

Mecklenburg

Wake

Gates

2019 Other Nonviolent Misdemeanor Charges Per 100,000 
Population Among Medium Metro Counties



2019 Felony Charging Data – Gaston County 

12.2% of Gaston County 
felony charges were for 
violent felonies, 43.8% were 
for nonviolent drug felonies, 
and 44.0% were for other 
nonviolent felonies. 

For statewide charging statistics, see https://cjil.sog.unc.edu/files/2020/06/Violent-Non-Violent-Charging-Data-6.25.2020.pdf 
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1 Large central metro  counties are defined by the National Center for Health Statistics as counties in metropolitan statistical areas (MSAs) with populations of 1 million or more that 
meet one of three criteria: (1) contain the entire population of the largest principal city in the MSA, (2) are completely contained within the largest principal city of the MSA, or (3) 
contain at least 250,000 residents of any of the MSA’s principal cities. 
2 Large fringe metro counties are those counties in MSAAs of 1 million or more that do not meet one of the three listed requirements. 
 
 

Among large central metro counties1 and large fringe metro counties2, Gaston 
County had the fifth highest number of violent felony charges per 100,000 residents 
in 2019 at 495. Between 2018 and 2019, Gaston County had the fourth largest 
decrease in violent felony charges at .2 percentage points.  
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